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Buddhist Ethical Behavior of Hill tribe Thai Novices Studying in Buddhist

Secondary Schools Division of General Education, Chiang Rai Province
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Abstract

The study of Buddhist Ethical Behavior of Hill tribe Thai Novices Studying
in Buddhist Secondary Schools Division of General Education, Chiang Rai Province.
The study was made on a target group of ewe hill tribe Thai novices who study at
the Buddhist Junior High School (Matthayomsuksa ), Department of Education,
ChiangRai Province.

The results of the study showed that most of the students are between
fifteen and sixteen years old, they are Hmong and Akha, and their parents are
farmers. They received the patronage of the abbot, who also supervised and took
care of them. The results of the study further showed that in the past year the
educational performance of the novices ranged between .00 - .« (General
Point Average).

Buddhism has had a large effect on the ethical behavior of the Hill tribe
novices, in many aspects. The most noticeable aspect of the student’s behavior
resulting from Buddhism is the understanding and practicing of gratitude.

Through their faith in Buddhism, the novices have come to believe that the
Buddha truly attained enlightenment. They have appreciated the wisdom of the
Buddha and the degree of excellence he achieved, which is greater than anyone
else in the world.

They believe the principles of the Buddha can be applied usefully in our
daily lives. They always remember all the people who are grateful to them and
they show respect and obedience to their parents. They help them in everything
and do assigned tasks willingly.

They follow the Buddhist principle of benevolence, which they bestow on
their parents and their friends. They have magnanimity towards their relatives and

are willing to share their gifts and food with their friends.
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They also have a sense of responsibility. They appreciate when they see
anyone pick up garbage from the ground and put it in the bins and they appreciate
it when they see their friends do good things.

They try to finish work assigned to them even if the work is difficult. They
have a sense of integrity, for example when they borrow things, they always return
them their owners.

They are responsible in their duties and they are afraid to make mistakes
and feel ashamed if they do so.

They have appreciated the wisdom of the Buddha, who is more excellent
than anyone else in the world and they are convinced that the Buddha’s teachings
can be applied to everyday life.

Their different ages and different patrons have resulted in differences in their
ethical behavior resulting from experience of Buddhism. However, their ethnic and

controller have different do not resulted in their ethical behavior on Buddhism.
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